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Are stripe and markings important???
• How many of you have received a phone call from a 

customer about a striping issue?
• How many of YOU have driven a car/truck/bus etc.?
• How many of YOU have ever complained about or wished 

for better stripe/markings/raised pavement markers on a 
roadway at night….

• Stripe and markings are important…….
• Yet, we typically don’t ‘invest’ much into them. 



Investing in stripe and markings

• Not just $$$
• It’s about time, effort, attention to details
• It’s about knowing the standards and applying them.
• It’s about ASSESSING the design and following up on previous work.
• It’s about operating in a collaborative environment, not a vacuum.
• It’s about maybe designing with a ‘striping mind’ or striping ‘in mind’









Charles Dickens—A Christmas Carol

• Ghost of Striping Past
• Ghost of Striping Present
• Ghost of Striping Future



It’s important to know a little history



Ghost of Striping Past

• First widespread use of traffic stripe was in….?????
• Wayne County, Michigan in approximately 1911.
• How do I know this????





Ghost of Striping Past

• Standards for striping were slow to develop and varied 
across the country.

• First MUTCD developed in 1935.







Some standards remain constant while 
some change

• Lane reductions…..same from at least 1948 until present day
• Lane drops…….new standards emerged in 2000 edition



Ghost of Striping Present (well since 2014)

• John Lorentson drop lane conversation, May 2014 (rot behind a 
wall!)

• Numerous presentations
• MMM 2014
• Pre-Construction Spring 2015
• CEME  2015



• Striping & Surprises, Pre-Construction, Spring 2018
• Striping matters 1.0, MMM, August 2018
• Striping matters 2.3, CEME September 2019
• Numerous “gripe sessions”

















Ghost of Striping Future









Ghost of Striping Future

• Next edition of MUTCD
• 11th Edition Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) released Dec 

2020
• Comment period closed May 14, 2021 (26,515)
• Assessment of comments by FHWA
• Final rule released and published……..????....unless……
• ALDOT will have 2 years to adopt new manual



Crosswalks

Current 2009 Edition Proposed 11th Edition











What do we do about gores???















Ghost of Striping--Future

• While some things are still to be decided (final new 
standards, etc.)

• ALDOT is moving ahead with the times.
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